Needs Study Group of the NAHASDA Formula Negotiated Rulemaking Committee
Conference Call

July 20, 2015
12:00 p.m. ET 
Meeting Notes 

The conference call started with a roll call of all participants on the call.  All seven study group members were present.  The Southwest regional member was able to join the conference call later.  The following agenda items discussed during the last conference call were proposed for today’s call:
1. Review and approve the meeting notes from previous meeting (July 13, 2015)
2. Go back through evaluations for questions on process
3. Another review of draft report

4. Recommendation #2 (given that the data runs will be done this week)

5. Recommendation #3

6. Make sure Study group comfortable w/ wording and recommendations in final report (for the July 27 meeting)

The study group then reviewed the notes from the previous meeting on July 13, 2015.  Without any changes, the meeting notes from the previous meeting on July 13, 2015, were approved.  
Go back through evaluations for questions on process

Todd Richardson did not receive any comments from any of the study group members on the updated drafts of the Evaluations that were sent out last week.  A technical expert mentioned that there was an outstanding question from the list of questions raised in the Seattle meeting last month.  This outstanding question was about a list of how ACS and the Decennial Census could be potentially altered to better serve Indian Country.  A study group member expressed that this is a recommendation that should be coming from the study group.  Another study group member expressed that it will be ideal to have this recommendation as part of the Study Group Report.  The technical experts will work on putting together a short brief summary of what can be done to improve ACS and the Decennial Census this week.
In looking at the list of questions from Seattle, a study group member asked if the technical experts responded to all the questions where the group asked for additional elaboration.  In addition, she requested affirmation that the technical experts have gone through all of the 29 questions raised in Seattle and have addressed them.  The technical experts will do another review and make sure that each of the evaluations can be a stand alone document and that the information is covered.  The next step will be for the study group to formally accept the changes made to the nine evaluations.  
Another review of draft report

The study group then moved onto discussions about the Study Group Draft Report.  So far, Todd Richardson received comments from Cook Inlet, Pat Boydston, and Jim Anderson.  It was requested that if there are additional comments to the draft report, to send them to Todd Richardson by COB today. 
Recommendation #2 (given that the data runs will be done this week)
Todd Richardson received three of the six data runs last night and will be looking over these to make sure that there are no errors.  If possible, he will send these out to the study group tonight.  The first three data runs will be without the volatility control.  Todd Richardson will follow-up with Peggy to see the status of the other three data runs.
Recommendation #3

Jason Adam’s Proposal on Recommendation #3

The study group then moved onto voting for Jason Adam’s proposal on recommendation #3.  The study group has all seen this proposal so this proposal was not read out loud to the group.  There was a roll call vote of the study group members on Jason’s proposal.  The group did not reach consensus on this proposal: four members rejected this proposal, two members accepted this proposal, and one member was absent for the vote.  Four study group members rejecting this proposal are: Carol Gore, Heather Cloud, Gary Cooper, and Glenda Green.  Two study group members supporting this proposal are: Jason Adams and Karin Foster.  The Southwest regional member or alternate was absent during this vote. 

 Heather Cloud’s Proposal on Recommendation #3

The study group moved onto voting for Heather Cloud’s proposal on recommendation #3.  There was a roll call vote of the study group members on Heather’s proposal.  The group did not reach consensus on this proposal: four members rejected this proposal, two members accepted this proposal, and one member was absent for the vote.  Four study group members rejecting this proposal are: Jason Adams, Karin Foster, Gary Cooper, and Glenda Green.  Two study group members supporting this proposal are: Heather Cloud and Carol Gore.  The Southwest regional member or alternate was absent during this vote. 

A study group member suggested that since the group did not reach consensus, to go forward with both proposals as minority positions in the Study Group Report and have no formal recommendation #3 in the report.  Another study group member requested Todd Richardson to frame these minority positions in the Study Group Report as part of the executive summary and send a revised draft of the Study Group Report to the group by tomorrow.  The group requested Todd Richardson to reflect that the study group could not reach consensus and also requested him to put a summary of the two different proposals in the Study Group Report.  

The group brief discussed items that the study group still needs to do.  The following three items were brought up:

1. Accept Final Evaluations.

2. Review Final Draft of the Study Group Report.

3. Figure out the Study Group’s recommendation on #2.

A study group participant suggested that the study group make their recommendation decisions after receiving the volatility control simulations.  In wrapping up, the following agenda items were suggested for tomorrow’s conference call:

1. Review Final Draft of the Study Group Report.

2. Accept Final Evaluations.

3. Walk through and Discussion of the 3 Data Runs.

The technical experts will meet today or tomorrow before the next conference call.  Todd Richardson will send a revised Study Group Draft Report to the group today.  It was noted that there were no additional comments received on the draft Study Group Report (other than comments from Cook Inlet, Pat Boydston, and Jim Anderson).  The next conference call will be on Tuesday, July 21, 2015, at 12:00pm Eastern Time.  
