In-Person Meeting of the Needs Data Set Study Group
Scottsdale, Arizona
August 28, 2014
5:00 p.m. – 8:00 pm
Meeting Notes 


The meeting was called to order, and all study group members were present (all regions and HUD were represented). While there was some initial discussion on data sources brought to the table by HUD, the group stopped this conversation. Instead, the conversation shifted to discussion of rules of order, a previously held conference call of the study group, and approval of an agenda (previous discussed on the phone call).
A recap of the conference call was provided. A phone call was held previously to discuss what would be on the agenda for this meeting (all but one region were represented). Issues raised were to compile list of data sets, questionnaire/evaluation criteria for review of data sets, development of data scoring matrix for data sets, and review/drafting of Federal Register Notice for additional data sets. Members were asked to bring lists of known data sources to this meeting.
The agenda was approved after it was amended to include protocol development and recap of the conference call.


With the development of protocols, the “Guiding Principles” document from the NEEDS work group was circulated. There was discussion as to whether this document would suffice or if it needed to be altered because of concerns with existing language. It was proposed to strike the date at the top as well as revise the title. It was then decided to go through a section by section review of the language. Under Part I, the issue was raised about recognition of study members before non-study members, but no vote was taken and the committee moved on. The general comments made were that everyone is welcome to attend and participate. Under Part II (“Meetings”), it was suggested to make amendment about giving notification of when meetings are going to occur so that people outside the study group have notice.
A question was raised of whether Federal Register notice was required under Federal Advisory Committee requirements, but HUD’s position was it was not. The original idea was to post notification and documents on the IHBG Negotiated Rulemaking website. It was proposed that two weeks notice be given on the IHBG rulemaking website, and anyone else who had registered their emails for updates. The listserv for NAIHC and regional housing authorities were also suggested as alternative means of notification. In order to participate, it would be likely necessary for participants to have phone and internet access in order to be recognized (the software to be utilized allows for a queue of people waiting to be recognized as well as ability to email in questions/comments). HUD will be providing the conference call line. Details of how the software works were requested to be posted on the website.

Under Part V (Data Sources), there was some discussion that, according to Proposed 1000.331(b), the data source not do collateral damage. It was pointed out that under Part V (c) that the criteria developed to assess data sources would address this. There were no issues raised with Part IV (Presentation of Product) or Part VI (Duration of Study).

In conclusion to the rule of order discussion, a new document (separate from the NEEDS group guiding principles) is to be drafted based on the discussion. A sub-group (Karen Foster, Glenda Green, Aneva Yazzie, and Jason Adams) will draft and send back to the study group the following week. A question was also raised as to how address calling an emergency meeting (meaning the 2 weeks notice would not be given).
A draft copy of the Request for Information for data sources was circulated. Aaron Santa Anna will be submitting the notice to be published in the Federal Register to ask the public to submit knowledge of any data sources/sets that would assist the study group. The group was asked to review and email Mr. Santa Anna any comments by COB Wednesday, September 3, 2014 EDT. As comments are submitted, revised version will be provided (redlined only on substantive comments, grammatical changes will be incorporated without special notification). After publishing, the notice will run in the Federal Register for 30 days for public comment. Any public comments can be emailed to regulations.gov.

The group then returned to discussion of the data sets that were to be brought to this meeting. Study group and audience members suggested the following data sets be included for consideration:
Administrative Data 
Federal:

· ICDBG performance data 

· Data from programs at the Department of Veterans Affairs

· USDA 515 Rural Development program data (operating cost data) 

· WIC (Department of Agriculture)

· LEAP (Department of Energy)

· Unemployment records 

· National School Lunch Program

· Head start Early Childhood Education Program (Department of Education)

· IRS data on Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) housing

· Household IRS data 

· Workforce Investment Act (Department of Labor)

· USPS vacancy data

Local:

· Tribal Enrollment Records

· HA Administrative Records 

· Indian Schools Education

· Counties’ property level data (foreclosure, taxes, sale, etc.)

Survey / Statistical Data

Federal:

· US Census American Community Survey 

· US Census Decennial count

· BLS employment/unemployment data

· BLS Consumer Price Index (CPI)

Local:

· Tribally administered surveys

Blended/Other Data Sources to Examine

· BIA Indian Labor Force Report

· IHS Population User Data

· NEKC (and other private foundation data)

· Commodities, CHR, EPA, HID

Miscellaneous

· We need to assess allocation formulas for other federal agencies to see what data sets they are using

· Tribal needs studies (framework, not actual study outcomes)

· Is it possible to contract with the Census to collect data? (new survey if existing ones aren’t sufficient)

· Can we perform data matching with Administrative records with Census data for overlapping area issues?

· How can we improve existing surveys that are already on-going? (Census is doing cognitive testing right now, can we influence the future of ACS and the Decennial count?)

It was requested that a spreadsheet be developed listing all of the data sets, and the different types of information that can be pulled from each data set.
In wrapping up, it was determined that the next meeting will be September 19, 2014 at 2:30 pm Eastern Time where the remaining items from this meeting’s agenda will be addressed (evaluation criteria and scoring matrix/form). Future meetings will occur on the 3rd Friday of each month.

