Needs Study Group of the NAHASDA Formula Negotiated Rulemaking Committee
Conference Call

April 13, 2015
1:00 p.m. ET
Meeting Notes 


The conference call started with a roll call of all participants of the call, and all study group members were present except for the Eastern Woodlands regional member or alternate.  The study group started the meeting by looking at the items on the proposed agenda.  The proposed agenda for the conference call was approved.  Without any changes or comments, the group then approved the meeting notes from the conference calls on January 26, 2015, March 2, 2015, and March 16, 2015.  

Review Final Data Source Characterizations

The technical experts have finalized 13 of the 19 data source characterizations and these characterizations have been posted online on the IHBGrulemaking website.  The remaining six characterizations have the most comments from technical experts and are currently in the process of finalizing.  The study group decided to review and discuss the 13 data source characterizations on today’s call and discuss the remaining six characterizations on the next conference call.    The group went through and discussed each of the 13 data source characterizations and made a decision on which data sources to move forward to the Evaluation Phase.
Data Sources to Move Forward to the Evaluation Phase
· Nomination Number 7: Indian Health Service (IHS) Service Population Projections based upon birth and death rate data as provided by the National Center for Health Statistics
· Nomination Number 12: Data reported by IHBG grant recipients in Formula Response Forms
· Nomination Number 13: Total Development Cost
Most of the technical experts did not recommend moving data source nominations 7 and 12 forward to the Evaluation Stage.  However, after discussions, the study group decided to move these data sources forward to the next phase.  For data source nomination 7, it was noted that the data source is currently used in the IHBG formula to age data and this data source should be fully evaluated.  For data source nomination 12, it was noted that since this is currently used in the IHBG Formula, so we do not want to exclude this.
Data Sources to Not Move Forward to the Evaluation Phase
· Nomination Number 6: HUD’s IHBG Annual Performance Report (Data on number of NAHASDA developed units and number of CAS units)
· Nomination Number 16: National Data Warehouse (aka “IHS User Population Data”)
· Nomination Number 18: Head Start early childhood education program
· Nomination Number 19: U.S. Department of Agriculture 515 Housing Program Data
· Nomination Number 21: Longitudinal Household Employer Dynamics data
· Nomination Number 26: IRS data
· Nomination Number 31a: Current Population Survey (CPS)  
· Nomination Number 31b: Current Employment Statistics
· Nomination Number 31c: Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW)

· Nomination Number 46: National Center for Health Statistics, National Vital Statistics System
It was noted that nomination number 31, “BLS Employment/Unemployment Data” is actually three different data sources and have been renamed as data source nominations 31a, 31b, and 31c. 
The study group then had a discussion about the Final Report due to the Negotiated Rulemaking Committee.  There was a question about who is drafting the report, if any parts of the report can be started now, and what the format of the report will look like?  It was decided that the technical experts will draft the Final Report for the study group to review and approve.  The format of the Final Report will be discussed on the next conference call.  It was also reiterated that the Final Report will be robust and include information on all finalized data source characterizations.  Ben Winters will update the Study Group Timeline, and the revised timeline will be posted online on the IHBGrulemaking website.

In wrapping up, the study group expressed their appreciation and thanks to the technical experts for their hard work.  The next conference call will discuss the remaining six characterizations, discuss the format of the Final Report, and also discuss the Study Group Timeline.  The next conference call will be on Monday, April 20, 2015, at 1:00pm Eastern Time.  
